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Dear friends, 

As I write these words, it seems as though Winter 

with its cold and snow has finally arrived. 

Temperatures are headed down to '0' and the 

little snow icon is present on my weather app a 

number of days this week! 

And yet, inside the church we are in a season of 

'green' - a time for growing in faith through the 

stories in Mark's gospel. As I have said over the 

past few weeks, Marks' gospel is a short, terse 

one - full of 'now's and 'immediately's that keep 

the action flowing quickly. And the action we 

hear about is God's good news breaking into the 

world through the words and work of Jesus 

Christ. 

This year the season of Lent arrives a little early 

this year (since Easter is early too - on April 4*^). 

For us that means that we'll arrive on the 

mountain top for the Transfiguration of Jesus on 

February 14'^ and hear about God's great LOVE 

for Jesus and for US! And on Ash Wednesday, 

February 17'^, we will again be reminded that 

'you are dust and to dust you shall return' and 

begin our Lenten journey to the cross. 

Even as we stay distant physically, we continue 

to walk together — and stay safe. 

Pastor Judy 
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Lenten Study 

I would like to invite you to join me for a five-

week study during the weeks of Lent. Our 

resource for the study is a book that I came 

across years ago - and one that I have 

returned to many times: The Return of the 

Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen. It's a 



wonderful book about Nouwen's encounter 

with a painting by Rembrandt of the story in 

Jesus ' parable about the Prodigal Son and his 

reflections about how he is changed by it. 

I have copies of the book to share and would 

be happy to deliver one to you. Please let me 

know if you're interested in joining me for this 

study. We'll do it on Zoom at times each week 

that I hope will fit your schedule. 

iconverse(a)qmail.com, (678) 808-6780 
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AMONG OUR P E O P L E | 
i 

Prayers of encouragement for Pastor Judy 1 
and the Councils of Faith and Evangelical | 
as they lead our congregations into a new | 
journey of Faith in our communities. | 

I 
If you have a prayer request or joy or | 
concern that you would like to share here, | 
please contact Fred Howard, (518) 421- | 
4576, or farmerf169@aol.cpm | 

ANNUAL M E E T I N G 

The Annual Meeting was held virtually 
following worship on January31, 2021. The 
meeting was called to order by President Diana 
Rieker at 11:14 AM. There were approximately 
33 members in attendance. 

Council members were elected new or 
additional two year beginning in February 
2021. David Cerrone, Diane Dyer, and Donna 
Van Zandt were elected as new council 
members and Roberta Hayward, Carol 
Karpien, and Diana Rieker reelected to an 
additional two year term. 

The proposed 2021 Proposed Financial Plan 
and Expenditure Budget was presented by 
Treasurer Roberta Hayward. She explained 
that the $23,500 Payroll Protection Program 

(PPP) loan and interest have been forgiven. 
She noted that even with the P P P loan that we 
had an operating deficit of $11,779 for 2020. 
She also noted that $30,000 for capital 
improvement funds approved for expenditure in 
2020 were not spent and are "rolled over" and 
reflected in the 2021 budget contributing to the 
$90,875 deficit in the 2021 proposed budget. 
The budget relies on our financial reserves to 
continue operation in 2021. The budget was 
adopted by unanimous vote. 

Financial Secretary Rich Anderson presented 
his report. Analysis of member giving showed 
that during the 2018 - 2020 time span that 
member contributions have declined by 7.4%. 

Bill Jarosz, 2020 Covenant Council President, 
presented information related to Continuation 
and Renewal of Covenant Agreement. Our 
Covenant Agreement with Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Poestenkill requires that each 
Congregation include a report of the 
Partnership Council actions as part of its 
annual meeting. He explained the process in 
the Agreement for evaluation of shared 
services cost split was not appropriate for the 
virtual worship format that we have followed for 
most of the past year and that the Partnership 
Council agreed that the percentage each 
congregation contributes to pastoral salary and 
expenses would remain the same as last year 
with Faith responsible for 55% and E L C P for 
45%. The Partnership Council held two 
meetings this past year on March 3rd, 2020 
and Oct 4th, 2020. A resolution for continuation 
and renewal of the Covenant Agreement for 
the coming year was made and carried 
unanimously. 

Pastor Converse presented her report for 
2020. She reviewed the progress with 
confirmation class which is going on virtually 
with materials that she sends to the 
confirmands and occasional virtual classes. It 
is Pastor's intention to have confirmation at the 
end of May, perhaps on Pentecost May 23, 
2021 or on the last Sunday in May. 

In addition to her written report Pastor 
explained that her decision to retire at the end 
of May 2021 was not an easy one nor is it easy 



preparing to say goodbye to our congregations 
that she has grown to l<now and love. She is 
holding all in her prayers and hopes to help in 
charting the future course of our congregations 
before her retirement. 

President Diana Rieker said her year as 
President has been challenging. She 
expressed thankfulness for the dedication and 
work of so many members which has been a 
constant theme this year. This speaks to the 
idea that the church is not a building; it is its 
people. She thanked Pastor Converse, Donna 
Van Zandt, and Donna St. John and others for 
their efforts to provide 
successful Zoom worship. 

Office Administration Committee - Rob 
Hayward reported that "Churchtrac" is being 
updated including the member mailing lists. 

Missions - Donna St. John reported that the 
members have maintained Mission giving and 
would additionally like to thank individuals 
involved in Creative Threads, holiday baskets 
for needy families, and cookies for shut-ins. 

Property - E. Bull and B. Jarosz reported that 
most of the issues identified by Emory and 
Webb Insurance have been resolved. Crash 
bars for the main door and the east door are 
still needed. The annex porch roof needs 
repair, and we are anticipating a cost between 
$5,000 and $8,000. Estimates for a new sign 
have been received, and estimates for repair of 
the parking lot have been requested. 

Joys and Concerns - Eugene and Donna St. 
John are pleased to announce two 
grandbabies on the way. Thanks go to them for 
the Dinner Club dinners they prepared and 
delivered. Thanks to Donna Van Zandt for 
providing music and arranging singers for 
services. 

OUR FAITH at WORK 

The featured mission for the month of February 
will be in support of the work of Jeff and Sissie 
D'Jernes as Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators in partnership with 
SIL International celebrated a milestone of the 
dedication of the 1000*^ New Testament 
translation! One hundred thirteen Scripture 
publications were completed which means 
more communities are now able to know the 
Scripture in a language and form they clearly 
understand. Wycliffe Bible Translators set a 
goal of starting a Bible translation project in 
every language still needed by 2025. 

Donna St. John, Missions 

DINNER CLUB 

February's Dinner Club will be held virtually on 
February 13, 2020. It is the Annual Banquet 
which will be held remotely as was the case in 
December. Dinners will be delivered to 
participant's homes. 

All are invited to participate. Please contact 
the St. Johns, the Jaroszs, or the Howards to 
make your reservation. 

THE END OF AN ERA! 

From the 2020 Annual Meeting Report. 
Barbara Boord was recognized and thanl^ed 
for her 20 years of service as Treasurer. 
Besides handling the duties of Treasurer, 
she has also been long term editor of the 
Newsletter which continues. Thanks Barb! 

The Boords have sold their house in Glenville 
and built a new house in Little River, South 
Carolina. 

Barbara and Larry joined Faith in 1991 about 
the time that Our Savior's and St. John's 
merged to form the new Faith Lutheran 
congregation. They were living in Troy at the 



time and got to know Pastor Cordes by 
attending church dinners that were part of our 
activities at that point in history. 

Barbara became Faith's Treasurer in 2000 and 
served faithfully in that role for 20 years. As 
we know, Larry has had health issues and their 
Glenville home is not configured in a way that 
was user friendly for a person experiencing 
mobility issues. Their new home is very 
accessible with hard wood floors, no carpeting, 
a large master bedroom and accessible 
shower and bathroom facilities on a single 
floor. This will allow Larry a great deal more 
mobility than he had in the Glenville Home, and 
he will now be able to sleep in an actual bed 
instead of his recliner. 

Little River is located north of Myrtle Beach 
near the NC/SC border. They are west of the 
Intracoastal Waterway and located in a zone 
that does not require special flood insurance. 
Barbara has been working remotely for the last 
year and will continue to do so with her same 
employer from her new home. A daughter and 
son-in-law are also moving to S C and son-in-
law's company has nearby offices that he will 
transfer to and daughter, a health care 
professional, will continue working for Saratoga 
Behavioral Health remotely from their new 
home. 

Barbara, of course, is thrilled with this new 
chapter in their lives. They will retain their 
camp in the Adirondacks and hope to come 
North for the summers, perhaps joining us for 
in person worship when they are staying in 
their summer residence. 

We wish the Boords the very best in these new 
beginnings! 

Their forwarding address after March 1, 2021 
will be Barbara and Larry Boord, 2732 Desert 
Rose Street, Little River, S C 29566. 

NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR 

Fred Howard is coordinating the Newsletter 
efforts on an Interim basis. 

www.faithlutheranchurchtroy.com any time 
and view the newsletter. 

We will email you a copy if you send your email 
address directly to Fred at: 

Farmerf169@aol.com. 

At your request, we will be happy to send you a 
copy via the U S P S . 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The newsletter item deadline for the March 
2021 newsletter is Monday: February 22nd. 
Please email your articles to: 
farmerfl 69@aol.com 

You may go to the church web site at: 


